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PRISONS, DRUG ERADICATION PACKAGE 

1604.  Dr E. Constable to the Attorney General 

(1)  What are the components of the Government’s $2.1million package to eradicate drugs from WA 
prisons? 

(2)  How many people, if any, have been caught trying to smuggle drugs into WA prisons since June 2002? 

(3)  What were the drugs involved in (2)? 

(4)  What were the penalties imposed on the people in (2)? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

1.  The Justice Drug Plan introduces a range of new initiatives that reduce the supply, demand and harm 
caused by drug use in the prison system. The total cost of these strategies is outlined below:  

   Initiative        Total Dollars  

Comprehensive Pharmacotherapy program       $957.000  
Expand drug programs for high risk offenders      $600.000  
Expand drug dogs and handlers        $478,000  
Monitoring and evaluation        $100.000  
Increase drug testing         Current 
funding  
Increase Drug Free Units by 2        Current 
funding  

Total           $ 2,135,000  

2.  64 people have been detected attempting to introduce a banned substance into a prison since June 2002 
of which 44 were detected by Department of Justice drug dogs. This figure does not include visitors 
caught during roadblocks conducted in conjunction with police, as these statistics are maintained by 
Police.  

3.  There have been a number of drugs found on people indicated in question 2 and these include:  

Cannabis Heroin Amphetamine 
M S Contin Morphine Dex Amphetamine 
Subutex Valium Mogadon 
Serapax Prescribed medication  

4.  Persons caught trying to smuggle illicit substances into a prison are referred to the Police Service. The 
Department of Justice does not keep a central database of penalties, if any, which have been imposed as 
a result of referral to the Police Service. Notwithstanding any penalty imposed after referral to the 
Police Service, individual superintendents of prisons review entry conditions of these persons for a 
period up to 12 months. Individual superintendents can impose a “penalty” of refusal of entry to prison, 
non-contact visits and restrictive conditions applicable to a visit. 

 


